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Quantitation and Identification of Organic
N-Chloramines Formed in Stomach Fluid on
Ingestion of Aqueous Hypochiorite
by Frank E. Scully, Jr.,* Katherine Mazina,* Daniel
Sonenshine,t and Frederick Kopflert
The chemical reactions that hypochlorite undergoes in the body when chlorinated water is ingested have
receivedverylittle attention. Because aminonitrogencompounds are importantcomponentsoftheaverage
diet, the reactions of hypochlorite with amino compounds in the stomach were investigated.
Stomach fluid was recovered from Sprague-Dawley rats that had been fasted for 48 hr and administered
4 mL deionized water. The chlorine demand of the stomach fluid was determined. An average volume-
independent demand of2.7 mg chlorine was measured. At doses below 40 mg/L chlorine reducing reactions
appeared to account for reduction of all oxidizing species within 15 min as measured by the FAS-DPD
titrimetric method.
At least part ofthe chlorine demand is associated with amino acids present in the stomach fluid. Amino
acidswere identified andquantified inthestomachfluidbyprecolumnderivatizationwitho-phthalaldehyde
and high-pressure liquid chromatography (HPLC).
When stomach fluid is chlorinated to concentrations ofchlorine between 200 and 1000 mg/L, organicN-
chloramines are formed. After derivatization of chlorinated stomach fluid with dansyl sulfinic acid, flu-
orescent derivatives ofchloramines were separated by HPLC. Three chloramino acid derivatives, N-chlo-
roalanine, N-chloroglycine, andN-chlorophenylalanine, wereidentified bycochromatography with known
standards using two chromatographic methods.
Theyield ofachloramine thatwould form in stomach fluid onadministration ofhypochlorite to animals
was determined using tritiated piperidine and doses of 200 and 1000 mg/L chlorine. Yields of tritiated N-
chloropiperidine in recovered stomach fluid were 70%o and 42%, respectively, of the theoretical amount
expected.
Introduction
In the United States the average person drinks be-
tween 2 and 3 L ofwater each day, which may typically
contain between 1 and 2 mg/L of a residual chlorine
oxidant such as aqueous chlorine (Cl2). In recent years,
concern over the need to evaluate the potential health
effects of water disinfection has focused on the identi-
fication of the products formed by aqueous chlorine
when it reacts with trace organic compounds present in
natural waters. As a result, health effect projections
have had to rely on the dose-response data from toxi-
cological studies of these by-products and the concen-
trations of these chemicals typically ingested by the
population atlarge. Naturally, watertreatment policies
havebeen primarilyconcerned withminimizingthe con-
centrations ofthese trace contaminants.
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However, by comparison with the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency's (EPA) Maximum Contaminant
Level for chloroform, the molar concentration ofchlor-
ine in adrinkingwatercontaining2mg/L C12is 30times
higher. Furthermore, when drinking wateris ingested,
it enters a medium with a total organic carbon (TOC)
content that is several orders ofmagnitude higher than
that found in natural waters. Therefore, we have been
concerned with the health implications ofthe reactions
of aqueous chlorine in the stomach.
Recently, studies on the toxicity and pharnacokinet-
ics of hypochlorous acid and monochloramine were re-
ported (1-4). These studies showed that the 36C1 used
in these studies is retained in animals much longerthan
36Cl-enriched chloride. Therefore, it is important to de-
termine what chemistrythat cantake placeinthe stom-
ach can account for this greater degree ofretention.
Since stomach fluid contains high concentrations of
organic amino nitrogen compounds and since hypo-
chlorite reacts rapidly with these types of compounds
to form chloramines, we have investigated the in vivo
and in vitro formation of organic N-chloramines.SCULLY ET AL.
Recently, we reported that N-chloropiperidine and
N-chloroglycine are formed in the stomachs of labora-
tory rats after successive administration of the parent
amines and aqueous hypochlorite (5). In addition, we
showed that N-chloropiperidine can be absorbed into
the blood of laboratory animals. In this paper we have
measured the amount of an organic chloramine that
forms in a stomach fluid on administration of aqueous
hypochlorite and have determined the percentage yield
ofthatchloramineconsideringthatitmustcompetewith
many other amino nitrogen compounds in the stomach
for chlorination. Lastly, we have chlorinated stomach
fluid and identified several organic N-chloramino acids.
Materials and Methods
General
The method used for the derivatization oforganic N-
chloramines and the liquid chromatographic equipment
used in these studies has been described elsewhere (6).
[G-3H]piperidine hydrochloride was purchased from
Amersham Corporation. Radiochemicals were greater
than 98% pure. Solutions of sodium hypochlorite were
prepared and standardized as described in EPAMethod
510.1 (7).
Animals
Adult Sprague-Dawley rats of mixed sex weighing
between 200 and 350 g were starved for 48 hr before
each experiment. The animals were allowed to drink
water ad libitum. Prior to each administration by gav-
age, the animals were anesthetized with ether. All so-
lutions were administered by gavage using a syringe
fitted with a 3-in. curved intubation needle or using a
polyethylene tube introduced directly into the stomach.
Treatment of Animals
An aqueous solution ofpiperidine (1.0 mL ofa 0.2 M
solution in deionized water) containing 35 ,uCi of
[3H]piperidine was administered to test animals by gav-
age. This procedure was followed within 5 min by
administration of 3.0 mL of standardized aqueous hy-
pochlorite (220 mg/L or 1016 mg/L as C12). To obtain
fluid used to measure the chlorine demand of stomach
fluid, animals were administered 4 mL deionized water.
For all other in vitro experiments requiring stomach
fluid, deionized water (3 mL) was administered to ani-
mals before stomach fluid was recovered.
Collection of Stomach Fluid
In all cases, the contents of the stomach were re-
covered within 10minbyremoval ofthe whole stomach.
Animals were anesthetized with ether, shaved, and
opened. The stomachwastied offwith hemostats before
it was excised. The stomach contents were recovered
by snipping the wall of the stomach and draining the
contents into a beaker. The fluid was chilled immedi-
ately on ice. Centrifuging was occasionally necessary to
remove particulate matter, and all samples were passed
through a glass fiber filter before further handling.
When stomachfluid wasrequired foridentifyingamines
and chloramines, the fluid that was recovered from sev-
eral animals was pooled to provide a single sample.
Chlorine Demand of Stomach Fluid
Stomach fluid (2.0 mL) was diluted to 200 mL with
deionized water. Seven aliquots of this diluted sample
were chlorinated to 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, and 12 mg/L Cl2
with standardized hypochlorite and stored in the dark
for either 15 min or 1 hr. These chlorine concentrations
corresponded to 100, 200, 400, 600, 800, 1000, and 1200
mg/L Cl2 in the undiluted stomach fluid. Each aliquot
was then diluted to 100 mL, and the chlorine residual
was determined by the FAS-DPD method (8). The
measured residual chlorine concentrations were cor-
rectedforthe dilutions ofthe stomachfluidtodetermine
the residual chlorine concentration that would have
been observed if the undiluted stomach fluid had been
chlorinated.
Identification of Organic N-Chloramines in
Stomach Fluid
While being stirred at room temperature, stomach
fluid (5 mL) which had been recovered from rats as
described above was chlorinated with standardized so-
dium hypochlorite (3.4 mL of a solution, 1011 mg/L as
Cl2). The solution was incubated at room temperature
in the dark for 15 min. The solution was then passed
through an equilibrated Waters Associates octadecyl-
silica cartridge (SEP-PAK) and chloramines recovered
by passing 5 mL of 10% methanol in water through the
cartridge. Samples were then derivatized with dansyl
sulfinic acid. The eluate (5 m.L) was derivatized by add-
ing 100 mg sodium bicarbonate (NaHCO3), 5 mL ace-
tonitrile, 1 mL of 10-2 M dansyl sulfinic acid reagent
solution (6), and 2 drops 10 N sodium hydroxide
(NaOH). The resulting solution was stirred overnight
at room temperature in the dark, concentrated to re-
move acetonitrile, and acidified to pH 3-5. The solution
was then passed through an octadecylsilica cartridge.
The cartridge was washed with 2 mL deionized water.
Dansylated amino acids were recovered from the car-
tridgebywashingitwith 6 mL ofSolventB (seebelow).
The dansylated amino acids were chromatographed as
described below.
Yield of [3H]N-Chloropiperidine Formed in
Vivo
After administration of [3H]piperidine and hypo-
chlorite to an animal and recovery of its stomach con-
tents, an aliquot of the stomach fluid was assayed by
liquid scintillation counting. A known volume was ap-
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plied to an equilibrated SEP-PAK. A 2.0 mL wash of
water was followed by elution of the chloramine with
1.0 mL of acetonitrile. The wash and the eluant were
assayed by liquid scintillation counting and analyzed by
high pressure liquid chromatography (HPLC) as de-
scribed below.
Instrumentation and Analysis
The HPLC equipment used in this study has been
described elsewhere (6). After clean-up of recovered
stomach fluid samples on an octadecylsilica cartridge,
the quantity of [3H]N-chloropiperidine formed in vivo
after administration ofpiperidine and hypochlorite was
determined by direct chromatography on a Waters 10
puM ,uBondapak C18 reversed-phase column. Samples
were chromatographed under isocratic conditions: 65%
water (containing 1% acetic acid)/35% acetonitrile. Un-
der these conditions N-chloropiperidine had a retention
time of approximately 7 min. Fractions were collected
at 1-min intervals following injection and analyzed by
liquid scintillation counting.
Amino acids present in stomach fluid were identified
and quantified in the following manner. A 0.5-mL ali-
quot of stomach fluid was applied to a SEP-PAK and
eluted with 2.0 mL of chlorine demand-free water and
analyzed by HPLC using the Waters Associates
AUTO*TAG automatic precolumn derivatization tech-
nique (9). This method involved automatic derivatiza-
tion of the amino acids with o-phthalaldehyde (OPA),
chromatography onastainless steel(100mm x 4.6mm)
Astec 5 puM, spherical C18 reversed-phase column, and
fluorescence detection. The OPA derivatizing solution
was prepared by dissolving 250 mg OPA in 5 mL meth-
anol and diluted to 50 mL with a saturated aqueous
solution of sodium tetraborate decahydrate
(Na2B407410 H20). A standard solution of amino acids
(2.5 x 10-3 M in 0.1 N hydrochloric acid [HCl]) was
obtained from Sigma Chemical Co. and diluted 250-fold
to 10 ,uM. Amino acids were identified as their OPA
derivatives by comparing their retention times with
those of the standards. Their concentrations were de-
termined by comparing the detector response of each
amino acid derivative with the response ofthe standard
solution ofaminoacids. A5 ,LLaliquotofeitherstomach
fluid or standard amino acid solution was derivatized
with 50 ,uL of OPA solution.
Stomach fluid, which had been chlorinated and deri-
vatized with dansyl sulfinic acid, was chromatographed
on a Whatman Partisil 5 ODS-3 RAC column using two
different chromatographic conditions. The first con-
sisted ofa linear solvent gradient (flow = 1.7 mL/min)
from80% water (1% acetic acid)/20% acetonitrile to20%
water (1% acetic acid)/80% acetonitrile over 60min. The
second elution program involved two solvents: 0.1 M
potassium acetate adjusted to pH 4.4 with formic acid
(SolventA) and45% SolventA/15%2-propanoll40% ace-
tonitrile (Solvent B). The elution program (flow = 1.7
mL/min) consisted ofalineargradientfrom80% Solvent
A/20% Solvent B to 65% Solvent A/35% Solvent B in 8
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E
w
J600
I
J 400
0
IL 200_
200 400 600 800 1000 1200
CHLORINE DOSAGE (mg/L)
FIGURE 1. Total residual chlorine measured 15 min after chlorina-
tion of rat stomach fluid as a function ofinitial chlorine dosage.
minfollowedbya4-minisocraticelution. Thisprocedure
was followed in turn by a linear gradient to 100% Sol-
vent B over 50 minutes.
A Beckmann Model LS 100C Liquid Scintillation Sys-
temwas used to determineradioactivity. Samples were
prepared by mixing an aliquot of test sample with 10
mL of Scintiverse LC scintillation fluor. Counting effi-
ciency was 46%.
Results
Characterization of Nitrogen Compounds
in Stomach Fluid
Figure 1 is the 15-min chlorine demand curve for rat
stomach fluid obtained from rats fasted 48 hr and ad-
ministered 3 mL deionized water. The chlorine demand
of the stomach fluid was measured as the breakpoint
(600 ppm in Fig. 1) beyond which free residual chlorine
could be detected. This measurement represents a vol-
ume-independent demand (600 mg/L x 0.003 L) of 1.8
mgCl2. The chlorine demand ofstomachfluidrecovered
from 8 animals administered 4 mL deionized water was
determined. The chlorine demand ranged from 1.6 mg
to 5.0 mg Cl2 with an average of2.7 mg C12. This value
assumes that the chlorine demand of the stomach con-
tents is independent of the volume of water adminis-
tered or the fraction offluid recovered.
'An aliquot of a pooled sample of stomach fluid re-
covered from 10 animals was analyzed for amino acids
by precolumn derivatization of the fluid with OPA fol-
lowed by HPLC. The resulting chromatogram is shown
in Figure 2. Most ofthe 20 essential amino acids can be
identified in the sample in varying concentrations. The
concentrations of amino acids in the sample are listed
in Table 1.
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FIGURE 2. High pressure liquid chromatogram ofamino acids found in rat stomach fluid. Amino acids were derivatized with o-phthalaldehyde
(OPA) before chromatography.
Table 1. Concentrations of amino acids in rat stomach fluid.
Amino Acid Concentration, ,W
Aspartic acid 3.4
Glutamic acid 10.0
Histidine/serine 8.0
Threonine 7.4
Alanine 8.0
Tyrosine 3.2
Arginine 3.2
Methionine 2.4
Valine 0.8
Isoleucine 1.2
Leucine 2.0
Phenylalanine 3.8
Total 53.4 ,uM
aConcentration in a composite sample of stomach fluid recovered
from 10 animals administered 3 mL deionized water.
Identification of Organic N-Chloramines
Formed in Chlorinated Stomach Fluid
When stomach fluid is chlorinated, derivatized with
dansyl sulfinic acid, and chromatographed, the high
pressure liquid chromatogram shown in Figure 3 is ob-
tained. Several major peaks appear in the chromato-
gram. The largest peak, which elutes between 10 and
20 min after injection, is caused by unreacted dansyl
sulfinic acid, the reagent used to derivatize the chlor-
amines. The large peak, which elutes with a retention
time of approximately 32 min, is caused by the dansyl
derivative of inorganic chloramine. The dansyl deriva-
tives ofthe major amino acids elute between 18 and 45
min with the gradient used in Figure 3. The retention
times ofseveral ofthe peaks in the chromatogram have
been correlated with the retention times ofknown dan-
syl amino acids to identify chloramine derivatives pres-
ent. Thederivatized stomachfluidsample wasalsochro-
RETENTION TIME IMINUTES)
FIGURE 3. Highpressureliquidchromatogramofdansylderivatives
of chloramines formed after rat stomach fluid was chlorinated to
400 mg/L and derivatized overnight with dansyl sulfinic acid. The
second elution program described in the materials and methods
section was used.
matographed using a second gradient, which gave a
different elution orderforthe dansyl amines and dansyl
amino acids. Dansyl amino acids, tentatively identified
by their retention times using the first gradient pro-
gram, gave retention times with the second gradient
consistent with their proposed structures. In this way
thechloraminederivativesthatwerepresentwereiden-
tified.
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Quantification of Organic N-Chloramines
Formed on Chlorination of Stomach Fluid
in Vivo
An aqueous solution ofpiperidine (1.0 mL of a 0.2 M
solution) containing 35 ,uCi of [3H]piperidine was ad-
ministered to test animals shortly before dosing with
hypochlorite. The quantity of N-chloropiperidine
formed was determnined by direct liquid chromatogra-
phy ofthe compound. When the stomach fluid was iso-
lated, only 30% of the radiolabel could be recovered.
Approximately 30-40% ofthe recovered label was lost
in the clean-up of the fluid with an octadecylsilica car-
tridge (SEP-PAK). The radiochromatogram of the la-
beled material, which was recovered when a 1016 mg/
L solution was used, showed that 8% was N-chloropi-
peridine. When 220 mg/L hypochlorite was used, 3% of
the material recovered after clean-up was N-chloropi-
peridine. The remaining labeled material had the same
retention time as [3H]piperidine.
Discussion
The shape ofthe chlorine demand curve for stomach
fluid is similar to demand curves of water containing
high concentrations ofammonia or amino nitrogen. The
breakpoint (600 ppm) exhibits a significant irreducible
minimum, which is typical of solutions containing high
concentrations ofproteins. There is evidence in the low
chlorine dosage end ofthe curve of a minimum chlorine
dosage (approximately 40 to 50 mg/L) below which no
residual oxidant is measurable after 15 min. This may
be caused by very rapid reducing reactions that
supersede chloramine formation or to reactions that re-
duce chloramines after they are formed. In this case,
ingestionofactive chlorinecompounds atconcentrations
belowthisminimumchlorine concentration would result
in deactivation ofthe oxidant. Although the FAS-DPD
titrimetric method can give false negative results in the
presence of some reducing agents (10), Abdel-Rahman
has shown that there is a rapid decrease in blood glu-
tathione following oral administration of hypochlorous
acid to rats (3). Since all cells contain glutathione, this
finding would support the theory that rapid reducing
reactions are operative both in the stomach and in the
blood.
Chlorine demand in stomach fluid can be exerted by
amines, organic sulfides, andreducingmetals. Since the
reactions of amines with aqueous chlorine are so rapid
(second-order rate constants > 108) (11), formation of
organic N-chloramines is very likely to be one of the
primary hypochlorite and hypochlorous acid reactions
occurring in the stomach after ingestion of chlorinated
water.
At least part of the chlorine demand of the stomach
fluid results from the presence of amino acids (12). As
the chromatogram in Figure 2 demonstrates, stomach
fluid contains most of the 20 major amino acids. The
amino acids in highest concentration are glutamic acid,
alanine, threonine, and eitherhistidine orserineorboth
(Table 1). Also present in appreciable concentrations
are phenylalanine, aspartic acid, tyrosine, arginine, and
leucine. Thesumoftheir concentrations alone(seeTable
1) would account for a chlorine demand of 0.11 mg Cl2
or only about 4% of the average chlorine demand of
stomach fluid. This percentage seems low and suggests
that other important chemical factors account for the
chlorine demand of stomach fluid. Among the species
that could account for the remaining chlorine demand
are the terminal amino functions on proteins and poly-
peptides, labile side chains of proteins that contain
sulfhydryl, guanidine, indole, and imidazole moieties;
the amide functions of proteins and polypeptides; and
unsaturated lipids.
When solutions containing amino acids are chlori-
nated, the amino acids are rapidly converted to their
N-chloramines. This conversion occurs in stomach fluid
as well. Stomach fluid was recovered from laboratory
rats, chlorinated, and derivatized with dansyl sulfinic
acid. Dansyl sulfinic acid reacts with chloramines to
form fluorescent sulfonamide derivatives (6). HPLC of
the derivatized stomach fluid (Fig. 3) revealed many
suspected chloramine derivatives. Several ofthese de-
rivatives have been isolated by preparative liquid chro-
matography and have been identified by comparing
their retention times with known chloramino acid de-
rivativesusingtwodifferent chromatographic methods.
Since the dansyl derivatives ofamino acids are them-
selves amino acids, their ionic forms vary with pH.
Therefore, the primary gradient used for preparative
isolation ofthe dansyl derivatives involved chromatog-
raphy of the dansyl compounds at a pH close to their
pKa. A simple aqueous/organic gradient was used for
comparison of retention times. Chloramines identified
in this fashion included N-chloroalanine, N-chlorogly-
cine, and N-chlorophenylalanine.
Theorysuggeststhatthemore long-lived acompound
is, the greater opportunity it has to exert any toxic
effects. N-Chloroglycine is a comparatively long-lived
chloramine with a half-life of 9000 min at 22°C (13).
Consequently, toxic effects associated withchloramines
are very likely to be more significant for this compound
than for shorter-lived chloramines. In contrast, the sig-
nificance ofthe presence ofN-chloroalanine andN-chlo-
rophenylalanine in chlorinated stomach fluid is dimin-
ished by the fact that they have comparatively short
half-lives (96minat21°C forN-chloroalanine and 52min
at 25°C forN-chlorophenylalanine) (13). Decomposition
ofthese and other short-lived chloramines is very likely
to account for dissipation ofsome ofthe oxidant burden
to which the body is subjected following ingestion of
hypochlorite. On the other hand, it is possible that tox-
icological effects associated with ingestion of hypo-
chlorite may be attributed not only to long-lived chlor-
amino acids but also to the decomposition products of
short-lived chloramino acids.
Stissman has recently reported that chlorinated so-
lutions of some ofthe common amino acids found in the
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body are mutagenic (14). However, no chemical iden-
tification of the active mutagens in these solutions was
made, whether they are the N-chlorinated amino acids
themselves or their decomposition products.
Anumber ofotherchromatographic peaks that donot
coincide with dansyl derivatives ofamino acids also ap-
pear in Figure 3. These peaks are believed to represent
dansyl derivatives of small polypeptides. Terminal N-
chlorinated analogs of dipeptides, such as N-chlorogly-
cylglycine, are far more stable than most ofthe simple
N-chloramino acids (13). Their identification, however,
will require further study.
When a complex mixture ofamines is partially chlor-
inated, the yield of the chlorinated analog of any one
amine is determined by the concentration ofthat amine
(in its unprotonated form) and the rate of its reaction
with hypochlorite relative to the concentration and re-
action rates of the deprotonated form of other amines
insolution. Theaverage chlorinedemand ofthe stomach
contents ofthe animals examined in this study was 2.7
mg Cl2. Ifit is assumed that the entire chlorine demand
is created by primary organic amino nitrogen com-
pounds, then it requires half this amount (or 2.7/2 =
1.4 mg C12) to form monochloramino analogues ofthese
amines. Piperidine (1.0 mL of a 0.2 M solution) would
require an additional 14 mg Cl2 to become monochlori-
nated. Therefore, when 3.0 mL of a solution of hypo-
chlorite (0.003 L x 220 mg/L as Cl2 = 0.66 mg Cl2) is
added to a stomach fluid that requires a total of 15.4
(1.4 + 14) mgC12 to reach achloramine maximum, then
0.66/15.4 x 100% = 4.3% of the piperidine can react
to form its chloramine, assuming that all amino nitro-
gens react at equal rates. When 3.0 mL ofhypochlorite
with a concentration of 1016 ppm Cl2 is used, 3.0/15.4
x 100% = 19% of the piperidine can react to form N-
chloropiperidine.
Theactualyieldofchloramineformedwasdetermined
byadministration oftritium-labeled piperidine to fasted
animals followed by administration of aqueous hypo-
chlorite. Fasted animals were used to minimize the
added chlorine demand offood present in the stomach.
After clean-up ofthe stomach fluid, the percent recov-
ery ofthe administered label was low. Two factors ap-
peared to be responsible for this finding. First, some of
the unrecovered label was believed to be absorbed into
stomach tissue, and, secondly, much of the label was
believed to be lost because some ofthe solution of tri-
tiated piperidine administered to the fasted rats passed
rapidlythroughthestomach andintotheintestinaltract
beforethehypochloritewas administered. Radiolabeled
material could also have been associated with the small
amount ofparticulate matter that was filtered from the
stomach fluid before analysis.
Nevertheless, the fraction ofradiolabel present as N-
chloropiperidine inthe recovered fluid (8% and 3%) rep-
resents 42% and 70%, respectively, of the theoretical
amount expected for chlorine doses of1016 and 220 mg/
L C12, respectively. Determinations of yields at lower
doses were not feasible because of the low levels of
conversion, requiring large corrections for chlorine de-
mand by other components of the stomach fluid. How-
ever, this experiment does confirm that a chloramine
can form in the stomach and that its low yield is caused
by the reaction of other species that exert a chlorine
demand in the stomach.
Conclusions
This paper demonstrates that amino acids account for
a portion of the chlorine demand of stomach fluid and
that short-lived N-chloramino acids may be partially
responsible for the destruction ofingested hypochlorite
in the body. Admittedly, the concentrations of hypo-
chlorite used in these studies are considerably higher
than concentrations encountered in drinking water.
There are two reasons for using these higher concen-
trations. First, it was not feasible to measure concen-
trations ofN-chloropiperidine formed invivo usingcon-
centrations of hypochlorite lower than 200 ppm, partly
because oflosses ofthe administered radiolabel during
attempted recovery and partly because of the consid-
erable corrections required for chlorine demand. Sec-
ondly, the higher concentrations of hypochlorite were
required to optimize the recovery and facilitate iden-
tification ofindividual chloramino acid derivatives from
such a complex mixture as stomach fluid.
It is quite possible that under normal conditions the
stomach contains reducing agents that would either
block formation oforganic N-chloramines altogether or
subsequently reduce the chloramines at arate sufficient
to prevent them from being absorbed into the blood.
However, many toxicological studies are conducted us-
ing concentrations of the toxic agent that far exceed
normal levels of exposure so that a toxicological re-
sponse can be observed within a reasonable time. For
instance, a concentration of200 ppm (as C12) iS two log
units higher than the concentration of inorganic chlor-
amine (NH2CI) used in drinking waters in the United
States. It is also the highest concentration of NH2Cl
chosenforinvestigation bytheNationalToxicologyPro-
gram's (NTP) study of the possible carcinogenicity of
NH2Cl. At this concentration of hypochlorite, organic
N-chloramines are formed in stomach fluid and may ac-
count for toxicological effects observed in animals ad-
ministered hypochlorite at these high concentrations.
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